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Concurrent Graduate Degree Programs Plan of Study 
When to use this form:
You are a candidate for an advanced degree in one major field and you wish to begin work for another advanced degree in a second major field before completing the first program.
Alternate form:
The Graduate School offers all of its forms in an accessible Microsoft Word document format. This accessible version of the Concurrent Graduate Degree Programs Plan of Study was created to be used with screen reader technology. If you do not require the use of screen reader technology, it is recommended you use the original PDF version of this form available at http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/forms.
Important notes:
Concurrent double doctorates will not be approved.
How to begin:
1) The student should consult with the graduate program heads or graduate officers responsible for each major. If both approve, the student and advisers will draw up a plan of study designed to meet the requirements of both degrees. Any common agreements, such as the required completion of one program before advancing beyond a specified point in the other, should be added to the stated plan of study as part of the agreement before it is approved and sent to the Office of Graduate Enrollment Services for final review. This review is to verify that the proposed request complies with the Graduate School’s policy on concurrent degrees as well as to ensure the graduate degree requirements for both programs will be met by the proposed plan of study.
2) Upon approval by the Office of Graduate Enrollment Services, the student will be admitted to the new major field. The new admission will be entered on the official records without terminating the original admission. The activation of “intent to graduate” in either major will be accepted at the appropriate time. When the preliminary check of records for graduation is made in the Office of Graduate Enrollment Services, the plan of study will be reviewed to verify that all requirements have been met. Therefore, any changes, substitutions, etc. should be indicated by memo to that office.
Credit requirements:
The total required credits for two separate degree programs should not be reduced by more than 20 percent when two degrees are taken concurrently.
Coordination of concurrent program:
Both programs should work closely together to coordinate the concurrent programs of study to ensure the student is able to complete both degrees in the most efficient manner possible and that all are aware of the expectations and consequences of the concurrent program (e.g., extended time to degree, additional costs, etc.).
Project, paper, or thesis content:
The project, paper, or thesis requirements for each concurrent degree must be equivalent in rigor and scope to that which would be required for a separate degree. There must be a separate paper or thesis for each degree.
Conferral of degrees:
In most cases, concurrent degrees will be conferred at the same time. However, if all of the requirements for one degree are satisfied before those of the other degree, and if these are equivalent to the requirements for a separate degree, then that degree may be conferred separately.
Personal information:
[bookmark: FullName]Please indicate your name formatted as last, first, middle:      
[bookmark: PennStateID]Please indicate your 9 digit Penn State ID number:      
[bookmark: Cumulative_GPA]Please indicate your Cumulative GPA:      
Academic information:
[bookmark: HomeGradDegree1]What is your present, home graduate degree?      
[bookmark: HomeGradMajor1][bookmark: _GoBack]What is your present, home graduate major?      
[bookmark: GradSemesterHome]In which semester/year do you intend to graduate with your home program?      
[bookmark: ConcurrenGradDegree]What is your present, concurrent graduate degree?      
[bookmark: ConcurrentGradMajor]What is your present, concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: GradSemsterConcurren]In which semester/year do you intend to graduate with your concurrent program?      
Courses required for home graduate major:
(List by course abbreviation and number, please.)
Indicate courses to be used for both degrees with an asterisk (*).
[bookmark: Course1Major1]What is the first course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse1Major1]How many credits for this first course?      
[bookmark: Course2Major1]What is the second course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse2Major1]How many credits for this second course?      
[bookmark: Course3Major1]What is the third course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse3Major1]How many credits for this third course?      
[bookmark: Course4Major1]What is the fourth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse4Major1]How many credits for this fourth course?      
[bookmark: Course5Major1]What is the fifth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse5Major1]How many credits for this fifth course?      
[bookmark: Course6Major1]What is the sixth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse6Major1]How many credits for this sixth course?      
[bookmark: Course7Major1]What is the seventh course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse7Major1]How many credits for this seventh course?      
[bookmark: Course8Major1]What is the eighth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse8Major1]How many credits for this eighth course?      
[bookmark: Course9Major1]What is the ninth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse9Major1]How many credits for this ninth course?      
[bookmark: Course10Major1]What is the tenth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse10Major1]How many credits for this tenth course?      
[bookmark: Course11Major1]What is the eleventh course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse11Major1]How many credits for this eleventh course?      
[bookmark: Course12Major1]What is the twelfth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse12Major1]How many credits for this twelfth course?      
[bookmark: Course13Major1]What is the thirteenth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse13Major1]How many credits for this thirteenth course?      
[bookmark: Course14Major1]What is the fourteenth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse14Major1]How many credits for this fourteenth course?      
[bookmark: Course15Major1]What is the fifteenth course required for the home graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse15Major1]How many credits for this fifteenth course?      
Courses required for concurrent graduate major:
(List by course abbreviation and number, please.)
Indicate courses to be used for both degrees with an asterisk (*).
[bookmark: Course1Major2]What is the first course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse1Major2]How many credits for this first course?      
[bookmark: Course2Major2]What is the second course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse2Major2]How many credits for this second course?      
[bookmark: Course3Major2]What is the third course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse3Major2]How many credits for this third course?      
[bookmark: Course4Major2]What is the fourth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse4Major2]How many credits for this fourth course?      
[bookmark: Course5Major2]What is the fifth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse5Major2]How many credits for this fifth course?      
[bookmark: Course6Major2]What is the sixth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse6Major2]How many credits for this sixth course?      
[bookmark: Course7Major2]What is the seventh course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse7Major2]How many credits for this seventh course?      
[bookmark: Course8Major2]What is the eighth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse8Major2]How many credits for this eighth course?      
[bookmark: Course9Major2]What is the ninth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse9Major2]How many credits for this ninth course?      
[bookmark: Course10Major2]What is the tenth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse10Major2]How many credits for this tenth course?      
[bookmark: Course11Major2]What is the eleventh course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse11Major2]How many credits for this eleventh course?      
[bookmark: Course12Major2]What is the twelfth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse12Major2]How many credits for this twelfth course?      
[bookmark: Course13Major2]What is the thirteenth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse13Major2]How many credits for this thirteenth course?      
[bookmark: Course14Major2]What is the fourteenth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse14Major2]How many credits for this fourteenth course?      
[bookmark: Course15Major2]What is the fifteenth course required for the concurrent graduate major?      
[bookmark: CreditCourse15Major2]How many credits for this fifteenth course?      
Thesis/non-thesis options:
Is a thesis required for the home graduate major?
[bookmark: YesThesisReqdMajor1]|_| Yes
[bookmark: NoThesisReqdMajor1]|_| No
If you are submitting one of the non-thesis options instead of a thesis for the home graduate major, are you writing a master’s paper or is nothing required?
[bookmark: YesPaperReqdMajor1]|_| Yes, a master’s paper is required
[bookmark: NothingReqdMajor1]|_| No, nothing is required
Is a thesis required for the concurrent graduate major?
[bookmark: YesThesisReqdMajor2]|_| Yes
[bookmark: NoThesisReqdMajor2]|_| No
If you are submitting one of the non-thesis options instead of a thesis for the concurrent graduate major, are you writing a master’s paper or is nothing required?
[bookmark: YesPaperReqdMajor2]|_| Yes, a master’s paper is required
[bookmark: NothingReqdMajor2]|_| No, nothing is required
[bookmark: ReasonForConcurrent]In the space provided, detail your rationale for pursuing the concurrent degree by specifically addressing why your home degree, research, education goals, or related career goals require interdisciplinary graduate-level study so extensive that a Graduate Minor is insufficient and a concurrent degree is appropriate (attach additional page if needed).      
Approval of a Concurrent Degree Proposal and Integrated Study Plan requires separate approval and endorsement by the student, the home and concurrent degree program advisers and committee chairs where applicable, the home and concurrent degree program heads, and the Graduate School in accordance with the Graduate School’s policy on concurrent degrees.
 
Student endorsement signals:
1. Agreement to pursue the home and concurrent degrees as described in the plan; 
2. Understanding that home degree funding commitments may not be applied to cover expenses related to the pursuit of the concurrent degree; 
3. Understanding that approval to pursue a concurrent degree does not extend or otherwise modify funding commitments made by the home degree program, the Graduate School, or the University. 
 
Home degree adviser and committee chair endorsement signals:
1. Agreement that the proposed concurrent degree program is part of a well-balanced, unified and complete program of study related to the degree the student was admitted to pursue and/or supports related career goals;
2. Agreement that the student is sufficiently strong to successfully pursue the additional coursework, research/scholarship/culminating experience work as described in the plan, without compromising the home degree;
3. Agreement to work with the student as described in the Integrated Study Plan. 

Concurrent degree adviser and committee chair endorsement signals:
1. Agreement that the student is sufficiently strong to successfully pursue the additional coursework, research/scholarship/culminating experience work as described in the plan, and fully met the expectations for all students in the concurrent degree program.
2. Agreement to work with the student as described in the Integrated Study Plan. 
 
Home degree program head endorsement signals:
1. Agreement that the plan is consistent with the planned home program degree requirements and standards; 
2. Agreement that the plan meets the requirements of the home degree program with no more than 20% of the required course credits allowed to double count between the home and concurrent degree programs (see example in Statement of Policy/Overlapping Concurrent and Home Degree Requirements). 
 
Concurrent degree program head endorsement signals:
1. Agreement that the plan is consistent with the concurrent degree program’s requirements and standards; 
2. Agreement that the plan meets the requirements of the concurrent degree program with no more than 20% of the required course credits allowed to double count between the home and concurrent degree programs. 
 
If approved by all parties the Concurrent Degree Proposal and Integrated Study Plan shall be filed with the Office of Graduate Enrollment Services in the Graduate School and a copy maintained by both the home and concurrent degree program heads, advisers, and committee chairs.
 
Signatures and dates:
The following individuals should sign, print, and date here:
Student’s Academic Adviser for Home Graduate Major Signature:
Student’s Academic Adviser for Home Graduate Major Printed Name:
Student’s Academic Adviser for Home Graduate Major Date Signed:
Graduate Program Head or Graduate Officer for Home Graduate Major Signature:
Graduate Program Head or Graduate Officer for Home Graduate Major Printed Name:
Graduate Program Head or Graduate Officer for Home Graduate Major Date Signed:
Student’s Academic Adviser for Concurrent Graduate Major Signature:
Student’s Academic Adviser for Concurrent Graduate Major Printed Name:
Student’s Academic Adviser for Concurrent Graduate Major Date Signed:
Graduate Program Head or Graduate Officer for Concurrent Graduate Major Signature:
Graduate Program Head or Graduate Officer for Concurrent Graduate Major Printed Name:
Graduate Program Head or Graduate Officer for Concurrent Graduate Major Date Signed:
Graduate Enrollment Services Approval Signature:
Graduate Enrollment Services Printed Name:
Graduate Enrollment Services Date Signed:
Student Signature:
Student Printed Name:
Student Date Signed:


Where to return this form:
Office of Graduate Enrollment Services
The Pennsylvania State University
114 Kern Graduate Building
University Park, PA 16802-3396.
Phone – 814-865-1795; Fax – 814-863-4627
You may also email this form to gswww@psu.edu.
CC:
Once this form is complete and all signatures are obtained, copies will be sent to:
Home Graduate Program
Concurrent Graduate Program
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